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Bogdan Athanassov is an assistant professor of prehistoric archaeology 
and the director of the Laboratory of Archaeometry and 
Experimental Archaeology in the Department of Archaeology 
at New Bulgarian University. His research interests include the 
late prehistory of the Eastern Mediterranean and Southeastern 
Europe, theoretical archaeology, and presenting the past to a 
wider audience. His publications deal with the end of the Bronze 
Age in the western Black Sea region, contact studies, the social 
role of architecture and the built environment, and the social 
significance of food in late prehistory.From 2012 to 2023, he was 
co-director of the German-Bulgarian archaeological excavations 
in Bresto, near the village of Banya in southwestern Bulgaria. 
Since 2025, he has been co-directing a German-Bulgarian 
archaeological project studying prehistoric settlements and 
landscapes in the Nova Zagora area.He is also a member of the 
Scientific Board of the “Germania” journal, published by the 
German Archaeological Institute.

Magdalena Bozhkova is a lecturer in French language and literature 
at the Department of Foreign Languages and Cultures, New 
Bulgarian University. She leads the NBU team in the annual 
project of the Goncourt Academy and the French Institute 
“Goncourt – Bulgaria.” She co-organizes the university 
discussion club “Novel and its Screen Adaptation” focused on 
French-language literature and cinema, and takes part in various 
cultural and educational initiatives. Her research and teaching 
interests cover French language, literature, and culture, as well 
as innovative approaches to teaching literary history and theory.

Ivayla Alexandrova graduated in Journalism from Sofia University 
and Film Criticism from National Academy for Theatre and Film 
Arts in Sofia. She works as a journalist for Bulgarian National 
Radio. Her documentary series 1989 won the 2009 Sirak Skitnik 
Award from BNR in 2009. She is co-writer of the radio series 
“The Second World War”. In 2008, her documentary novel “Hot 
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Red” was published, winning the Elias Canetti National Literary 
Award (2009), the Helikon Documentary Award (2008), and the 
Grand Prize of the Union of Bulgarian Journalists (2008), and 
was nominated for the Hristo G. Danov National Award (2008). 
The book was presented in Vienna (2009), Berlin (as part of 
the Berlin International Literary Festival program, 2010), at 
academic conferences in Berlin and Brussels on the topic of 
memory, and at the Leipzig Book Fair. Ivayla Alexandrova is the 
screenwriter of the documentary film “Vaptsarov. Five Stories 
About an Execution,” directed by Kostadin Bonev, filmed in 2013, 
as well as the author of a book on the same topic, “Lead Silence. 
The Story of an Execution” (2022).

Hristo Chukurliev is an Associate Professor at New Bulgarian 
University (NBU), Sofia, where he teaches across humanities 
and education programs and serves as Director of the Central 
University Administration. His interests include pedagogy and 
digital technologies in higher education, university governance 
and policy, and the cultural history of law, politics, and civilization. 
Courses taught include “Law, Politics and Civilization,” 
“Civilizations and Religions,” and “ICT in Teaching and Working in 
a Digital Environment.” Author of two monographs—Evoliutsiia 
na universitetskoto obrazovanie [Evolution of University 
Education] (2024) and Postpedagogikata. Iliuziia ili realnost? 
[Post-Pedagogy: Illusion or Reality?] (2024)—Chukurliev also 
serves as chief editor of University Diary, NBU’s magazine. A 
key coordinator of NBU’s participation in the European Reform 
University Alliance (ERUA), he collaborates regularly with ERUA 
partners on innovative teaching and mobility initiatives.

Yordan Eftimov is an Associate Professor in the New Bulgarian Studies 
Department at New Bulgarian University in Sofia, Bulgaria. His 
main interests are the interactions of literature, mentalities, 
ideologies, politics, and rhetorical rituals. He is the author of 
several books, including: Dvoynoto dyno na klasikata [The Double 
Bottom of the Classics], 2010; Poetika na syglasieto i nesyglasieto: 
Bylgarskata literatura ot 50-te do 90-te godini na XX vek i 
ideologiyata [Poetics of Agreement and Disagreement: Bulgarian 
Literature of 1950s – 1990s and Ideology], 2013; He is the editor 
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of the Bulgarian edition of Literary Theory: An Introduction by 
Terry Eagleton published in 2003. His present research interests 
are the history of Bulgarian science fiction in the Communist era.

Moris Fadel is Associate Professor in Literary Theory at New Bulgarian 
University, Sofia, Bulgaria. He is author of the books “Paul de 
Man: Experiments with the Impossible” (2002), “The Animal as 
a Literary Provocation” (2010) and “Detectives, Spies, Cold War: 
Crime Fiction and Spy Literature in Comparative Perspective” 
(2021), as well as of the articles in different literary media. His 
areas of experience include literary theory, history of modern 
literature, and philosophy of language.

Vasil Garnizov is Professor Emeritus at the New Bulgarian University, 
a Bulgarian anthropologist and political scientist, one of the 
founders of the New Bulgarian University, initiator of the 
establishment of the Department of Anthropology and a lecturer 
in the department since its inception. He is a member of the Board 
of Trustees of the University, member of European Association 
of Social Anthropologist and the recipient of the French Ordre 
des Palmes académiques.

Valentin Kalinov is an Assistant Professor at the Faculty of Philosophy 
and History, Paisii Hilendarski University of Plovdiv, Bulgaria. 
He holds a BA in Psychology, BA and MA in Philosophy, and an 
MA in Clinical Psychology from Sofia University St. Kliment 
Ohridski. In 2019, he earned his PhD with a dissertation on the 
places of truth within the psychoanalytical field. In addition 
to his academic work, he practices as a clinical psychologist 
and  is currently training as a psychoanalyst. His research 
interests include Lacanian psychoanalysis, psychotherapy, 
phenomenological psychopathology, philosophy of psi-
disciplines and contemporary philosophy. He contributes to 
Critique and Humanism Publishing House and translates 
philosophical and humanities literature, with a particular 
focus on the works of Giorgio Agamben. He is a member of the 
Association  Bulgarian Psychoanalytical Space.  Alongside his 
work in philosophy and psychoanalysis, he is the author of the 
book All the Last Things (2022).


