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Cecilia Sjöholm is professor of Aesthetics at Inland Norway University 

of Applied Sciences (INN). Her published research is particularly 
focused on the relation between art and politics in contemporary 
culture, and she has published extensively on art, psychoanalysis 
and critical theory, for instance The Antigone Complex (Stanford 
UP 2004), Kristeva and the Political (Routledge 2005), Regionality/
Mondiality (Södertörn UP 2012 with Charlotte Bydler) Aisthesis 
I (ed. with Sven-Olov Wallenstein, Thales 2012) and Aisthesis II 
(ed. with Sven-Olov Wallenstein, 2023), Doing Aesthetics with 
Arendt; How to See Things (Columbia UP 2015). Her latest book 
Through the Eyes of Descartes: Seeing, Thinking, Writing (with 
Marcia Cavalcante Schuback, Indiana UP, 2024), examines 
Descartes as a thinker of a baroque aesthetics, and brings forth 
a pre-conceptual subject of the senses, and of desires and drives, 
with its roots in infantile experiences. In this way, Descartes is a 
precursor of psychoanalytic theory.

Darin Tenev is an Associate Professor in the Literary Theory 
Department of the Faculty of Slavic Studies at the University 
of Sofia “St. Kliment Ohridski”, Bulgaria. He teaches also in 
the Sociology and the Human Sciences Department at the 
University of Plovdiv “Paisii Hilendarski”. His main interests are 
in the fields of deconstruction, literary theory, phenomenology, 
psychoanalysis, critical theory, modernist literature, Japanese 
literature. He has published three books: Fikcia i obraz. Modeli 
[Fiction and Image. Models], 2012; Otkloneniya. Opiti vurhu 
Jacques Derrida [Digressions. Essays on Jacques Derrida] and most 
recently Tri lekcii varhu Heidegger. Modalnost i indeksichnost v 
Bitie i vreme [Modality and Indexicality in Being and Time. Three 
Lectures on Heidegger], 2023. He is one of the translators of the 
selection of Jacques Lacan’s Écrits in Bulgarian published in 
2023. He has also translated texts by Maurice Blanchot, Jacques 
Derrida, Karatani Kojin, Ueno Chizuko, Nishida Kitaro, Miki 
Kiyoshi, and others. darin.tenev@gmail.com
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Emilia Angelova is Associate Professor of Philosophy at Concordia 
University, Montreal, Canada. She holds a PhD from the University 
of Toronto. Her research is in 19th and 20th Century Continental 
Philosophy, with special emphasis on the reception of themes 
such as, e.g., selfhood, temporality, freedom and the imagination, 
as raised by Kant and Hegel, and taken up by contemporary 
philosophy, in Heidegger and French Theory, especially Kristeva. 
Her publications include articles in Idealistic Studies, Symposium: 
the Canadian Journal of Continental Philosophy, The Journal of 
Chinese Philosophy, and multiple book chapters, theorizing Hegel 
in relation to Heidegger, Levinas, Deleuze, Nancy, and most 
recently Kristeva. Emilia.Angelova@concordia.ca

Evangelos Kourdis is a Professor in Translation Semiotics at 
the School of French Language and Literature, Faculty of 
Philosophy, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. He is Director 
of the Laboratory of Semiotics (AUTH SemioLab) and of the 
Joint Master’s Program "Semiotics, Culture and Communication" 
of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Editor of Syn-Thèses 
Journal, and Review Editor of Punctum-international Journal 
of Semiotics. His research interests include Sociosemiotics, 
Sociolinguistics, Language Ideology, Social Dialectology, and 
Cultural Communication. He is the National Representative for 
Greece in the International Association for Semiotic Studies, Vice 
President of the Hellenic Semiotics Society, founding member 
of the Hellenic Society for Translation Studies and delegate 
in Greece of the Société d’Etudes des Pratiques et Théories en 
traduction (SEPTET, France).

Miglena Nikolchina is Professor at the Theory and History of 
Literature Department, Sofia University ‘St. Kliment Ohridski’. 
Her research interests involve the interactions of literature 
and philosophy. In English, her publications include numerous 
articles as well as the books Matricide in Language: Writing 
Theory in Kristeva and Woolf (2004) and Lost Unicorns of the 
Velvet Revolutions: Heterotopias of the Seminar (2013). She guest-
edited a special issue of differences (2021, 32.1) on “The Undead 
of Literary Theory.” Her most recent books (in Bulgarian) are God 
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with Machine: Subtracting the Human (2022) and the collective 
volume Video Games: The Dangerous Muse (2023).

Tyler James Bennett holds a master’s degree in semiotics and a doctoral 
degree in philosophy, both from the University of Tartu, Estonia. 
His research interests include literary theory, deconstruction, 
psychoanalysis, cognitive, bio- and existential semiotics. His 
current project at the Palacký University Department of General 
Linguistics is Digital Ideology Critique. He is also a director of 
the International Semiotics Institute (ISI). Tyler has been co-host 
and organizer of Semiosalong, the Afterhours Tartu Semiotic 
Salon, for seven years. He also operates a personal YouTube 
channel for general semiotics. He was instructor of the course 
Methodology for Semiotic Analysis at the University of Tartu for 
five years, before relocating to Olomouc. He has presented at 
twenty-four international conferences in eleven countries. tyler.
bennett1984@gmail.com

William Watkin is Professor of Contemporary Philosophy and 
Literature at Brunel University, West London. He is the author of 
numerous books including In the Process of Poetry: The New York 
School and the Avant-Garde, On Mourning, The Literary Agamben, 
and the celebrated Agamben and Indifference.  Aside from his 
sustained engagement with Agamben and biopolitics, he is also 
well known for his extended work on Alain Badiou in Badiou 
and Indifferent Being and Badiou and Communicable Worlds.  
Prof. Watkin believes passionately in real-world applications of 
theory as can be seen in his recent book, Bioviolence: How the 
powers that be make us do what they want, and his forthcoming 
Herd Immunities: The Philosophy of Covid.  William has been 
working for over a decade on the philosophy of indifference, 
the first volume of which, Infinite Existence, was published in 
the spring of 2024.  The second volume, Indifference, will appear 
sometime in 2025.


